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COPY of all Communications received by Her Majesty’s Govermnent 
relative to the Disturbances which took place at Knocksmtry, near 
Limenck, on or about the 10th day of January 1846, both from the Civil 
and Military Authorities, including the Report of the Ofacer in command 
of the Troops called out on that Occasion. 



County of Limerick. „ u , j . 

Castle Connell, Saturday night, 
10 January 1846. 



Havino this day brought out a strong military force from Limerick to the 
neighbourhood of Thornheld in this district, to disperse a lai-ge and riotous 
assemblage of persons who had met near that place to prevent the service of 
certain legal notices on the estate of Sir Geo. Molyneux, Bart., I beg briefly to 
state the circumstances of the case for the information of Government. 



On Monday last, the 5th instant, Edmond Ryan, bailiff to Sir Geo. Molyneux, 
came here and told me that he had just applied to Mr. Howly for an order to 
the constabulary to afford him protection in the service of notices of ejectment 
on the tenants occupying the lands of Baliyvara, and that Mr. Howly having 
some doubt as to the' propriety of giving such an order, had referred him to 
me I told him that the constabulary could not be employed in the execution 
of civil process, of which I advised him to apprise Sir George’s agents, the 
Messrs. Sherrard of Dublin, without delay, in order that they might take their 
course accordingly; and I suggested to him, that he should m the meantime 
quietly attempt to serve the notices himself, with a view to an application to 
Court for an order for substitute service, in the event of his being prevented 
by force from executing his duty. He came to me again on Thursday Ipt, the 
8th instant, and told me that he had written to the agenL but had received no 
answer, and that on his having attempted to serve the notices that morning, he 
was threatened with destruction and forced to run away from the lands to 
save his life ; and he added that he did not know any of the parties who had 
threatened him. Having gone, to Limerick yesterday to attend to several 
matters of public importance at the Quarter Sessions, I met Mr. Howly, who 
lives within about a mile of the lands referred to, and he told me that Ryan Imd 
stated to him that a party were assembled at Baliyvara to prevent the semee 
of the notices in question ; and on meeting Mr. Howly again this morning, he 
told me that he had heard from others also, that the party remained at the 
lands, firing shots, &c. The police and others having reported to the same 
effect from hearsay, as none of my informants had seen the assemblage them- 
selves, I thought it my duty to proceed to the place where the meeting was 
being held, with a sufficient force for its suppression, and went there accord- 
ingly with two companies of infantry, half a troop of dragoons, and as many 
of the constabulary as could have been spared from the duties of the Quarter 
Sessions. 



On arriving at Beillyvara, about six miles from Limerick, I found about 400 
men and about 100 boys and women assembled in tlie fields at each side of the 
road and on the hills adjoining. The former, many of whom I believe were 
strangers, were armed with spades, pitchforks, and bludgeons, and on my ap- 
proaching them with the pohce force alone, they flourished their weapons, set 
up a shout of defiance, and moved somewhat towards us, with a decided ap- 
pearance of hostile intention. I immediately advanced, and having read the 
proclamation prescribed by the Riot; Act, I rode into the crowd and warned 
them in the most earnest manner of the fatal consequences that must have 
attended any violence on their part. Some of them received my admonition 
with a degree of respectful attention, for which, under such circumstances, 1 
was not prepared ; but others of them were so violent in their demeanor that 
I was obliged to order three of them into custody, and but for the steadiness 
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of the police in the execution of the order, and the proximity of the military 
at the moment, there is no room, to douht that a conflict must hare ensued. 
However, I again went amongst them, warned them of the consequencp 
of their misconduct, and after having given them much and the best adnce_ in 
my power, I had the satisfaction to see them disperse witliout the application 
of that force which at one time seemed inevitable. I did not see any fire-arms 
with them, but have reason to know that some of them had pistols concealed on 
their persons, and I believe that many of them had come to the meeting from 
distant parts of the country. 

They were most anxious to make the release of the prisoners a condition of 
their dispersion : but I would admit of no such compromise, and therefore sent 
them off to limerick under the escort of the troops and constabulary. I have 
not often had, during my long official service, a more anxious duty to perform ; 
and I beg leave to say, that it would have been impossible for any officer to 
render more soldierlike, humane, and efficient assistance than I have received 
from Major Doyle of the 24th regiment, commanding the troops on this 
occasion. 

I think it right to mention that there was a full attendance of magistrates at 
the Quarter Sessions this morning, when the rumour of the meeting produced 
much excitement in Limerick ; but none of them have thought it expedient to 
interfere, and thus having left the responsihilities of the case entirely to me, 
I trust that his Excellency will he satisfied with the manner in which I have 
discharged them. 

The Under Secretary, (signed) IFm. S. Tracy, R. M. 

&c. &c. &c. 



gir Limerick, 1 1 January 1846. 

With reference to Major Doyle’s Report, which will reach you by the same 
post, I think it riaht to acquaint you, for the Lieutenant-general’s information, 
that the large assemblage of people, from- all I can learn, appeared more resolute 
and detei-mined than usual ; and although the Riot Act was read, they dm not 
promptly disperse, but remained until they fully ascertained the process servers 
were not present. 

Three of their number were made prisoners, which they did not attempt to 
rescue, although they cheered and advanced, as if with that intention. 

From the unusual quantity of arms with which the lower class are possessed, 
there can he no doubt but that many of them were armed. 



The intention to resist the serving of ejectments on certain of the tenantry 
of Sir Geo. Molyneux, on the lands of Knocksentry, which is in the toeetion 
of Barrington’s Bridge, or indeed to the left of it, distant about eight miles from 
this city, has been known for some days, therefore it was no sudden emergency, 
but the. Magistrate only applied to me for troops at a quarter before one 
o’clock P.M., on yesterday, the 10th instant, the day they were required ; and 
although the men had not got their dinners, they were not many minutes m 
partaking of this meal, turning out and marching off. But I consider that due 
notice should have been given and arrangements made,m order that the troops 
might have been on the ground at a much earlier period of the day, m aid ot 
the civa power, so as to prevent the possibility of coUision wi& the peasant^ 
after dark. I, however, gave particular directions in respect to being extremdy 
cautious about nightfall, and communicated with the Magistrate on the 
subject. 

I held a strong reinforcement in readiness to move forthwith, in the event ot 
the same being required, and requested of Major Doyle to lose no toe m in- 
forming me, should he deem the same necessary, but the force he had uudei 
ids orders on the occasion was an imposing one. 

I think it much to be regretted that the process servers were not the spot 
to enforce the law, and for the ejectments to be seiwed ^ the moment, by the 
ciTii authorities, under the protection of the miUtaiy. Yesterday was the la t 
-day, as I am informed, for the serving the same, until some other 

172. “ 
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ceedings are had recourse to, and they not having attained their object on the 
occasion, will give them (the peasantry) a confidence which may lead to more 
serious results when' the ejectments in question must necessarily be served 
on a refractory tenantry. 

It is stated that many of the assembled mob were from the county of 
Tipperary. 

I have, &c. 

(signed) R. C. Mansel, Col. A. A. G. 

The Military Secretary, Royal Hospital, 

&c. &e. 



Sir, 
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— j Limerick, JO January 1846. 

I HAVE the honour to report, for the information of the Lieutenant-general 
commanding, that in comnliance with orders tpppiVM 



iwx i-iic iJinjiiuttLiuii Loac uieuienanr-general 
commanding, that in compliance with orders received from Colonel 
Mansel, A. A. G., commanding the Garrison of Limerick, which 
were issued in consequence of the accompanjdng application to 
him for militaiy aid, I proceeded at 1. 30. p.m. this day with the 
force named in the margin under my command to the neighbour- 
hood of Bunkey, distant about eight English miles from Limerick, 
and was accompanied by Mr, Tracy, R. M., at Castle Connell i who 
signed the requisition), with about twenty police. 

On our arrival at Bunkey we discovered a very large concourse 
of people (about 1,000 in number, and very few females amono-st 
them), who had taken up a position on a hill, through which Sie 
high road passed, while there were probably three or fom- hundred 
lining the surrounding ditches, amongst wtom were some women 
and children. The greater portion of the men had their coats off, 
and each was armed with either a pitchfork, bludgeon, hurley-stick’ 
or stone in their hands, but I saw no fire-arms amongst them’ 
although it was reported to me many had pistols about them, and 
arms concealed in the neighbourhood. 

On our reaching the spot, whistles were sounded, and the whole mass of 
people set up a shout of defiance, raising their sticks in the air, as soon as we 
appeared on the hill opposite to them, on tlie summit of which I halted my party 
while Mr. Tracy proceeded with the poUce force to address a crowd of pm-sons 
(who were also m a highly excited state) assembled together in a menacing 
attitude some distance in advance of the party I have described as havini 
taken up a position on the hill ; he expostulated with them, and finding when 
he called upon them to disperse they would not do so, he read the Riot Act • 
notwithstanding which they continued in their position, and were encoura-ed 
»Pt>'=*’^ed to he their leader, and used such infiammatory 
language, that Mr. Tracy ordered the pohce to seize him, and while attempting 
h “T opposite hill advanced, shouting and 

brmdishmg their sticks m the air, apparently with the intention of rescuing the 
“y dotachment forward in support of the pSlice, 
they hesitated to do so, and the man was secured. ^ 

Two other prisoners also were taken for throwing stones 

tnwjvd Sr had advanced 

towaids ns (who appeared still m a most excited state) and caUed upon 
them to disperse; they would not do so, and we then proceeded to dislodge 

nolSe 1 ™ by sending the 

police to clear the fields on each side of the road and hollow way thrmigh 

f which they did without difficulty, and having gained the 

ciest of the hill, I again halted my party, while Mr. Tracy repeated his endea- 
c “that if processes were to 

LiteTf ns ” Tn J d disperse, and would resist in 

they fnimd th very violent language and threats. However, as 

mcifild fnd dis were there to serve any process, they at last became 

pacified, and dispersed just before dusk, no collision having taken nlace 
between the troops and the people, or indeed with the police, exrept while^they 
were securing the pnsoners. iMr. Tracy told me a little before^s p. m„ that 



he 
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lie could dispense with, my servicesj and I matched back to Limerick, where I 
andved at 7 o’clock, p. m. 

I trust I shall not be deemed presumptuous in remarking, that it appears 
strange no persons were present to serve the process which the people had 
assembled to resist, so that the moral effect produced was far from good, as 
they naturally may suppose that their threats prevented our asserting the supre- 
macy of the law. 

I cannot help thinking that from the determined spirit evinced by the 
assembled mass, that if a process had been served they would have resisted, 
notwithstanding the imposing force which had been brought against them. 

In conclusion, I must observe that the police under Sub- Inspector Brownrigg 
behaved with great coolness and forbearance in dispersing the crowd, and par- 
ticularly so when securing the prisoners, one of whom offered considerable 
resistance. 

I have, &c., 

(signed) Hastings Bogle, 

The Military Secretary, &c. &c. &c. Major 24th Regiment. 

Royal Hospital. 



Limerick, 10 January 1846. 

Having received informations that a large party of armed men is now 
assembled in the neighbourhood of Thornfield, I request that you will send out 
two companies of infantry and such number of cavalry as you can conveniently 
detach in aid of the civil power for the dispersion of said assembly. 

I have, &c. 

(signed) Wm. 6'. Tmcg, 

Res‘ Magistrate. 

To the Oificer commanding the Garrison of Limerick. 



(Immediate.) 

Si5*> Dublin Castle, 15 January 1846. 

In reference to your Report of the 10th instant, respecting a large assem- 
blage of people on the lands of Sir George Molyneux, of Knocksentry, I am 
directed by the Lord Lieutenant to state, that representations have been made 
to Government that a large body of persons collected on these lands on the 5th 
instant, for the purpose of resisting the due execution of the law; that such 
body of persons were supposed to be ai*med; that they were supplied with 
provisions from different parts of the country, and that their object, viz., resist- 
ance to the law, was openly avowed. It does not appear that any report 
whatsoever was made to the Government by the stipendiary magistrate, the 
resident in the immediate vicinity of this assemblage, nor any efforts made by 
him either to ascertam the purpose for which the body of people was assem- 
bled, or to talce any notice of their proceedings, until the 10th instant, when 
you attended with a large party of military, as reported by you. 

hluch surprise has been caused to the Government by this representation, 
which, if correct, would clearly show that neither the stipendiary magistrate 
nor the constabulary of the district had attended to their duties. 

The state of your district calls for the most active and energetic exertions on 
your part, and his Excellency hopes that you will be able clearly to show to 
the Government that there has been no remissness on your part on this occa- 
sion, and that five days were not suffered to elapse before you felt yourself 
called upon to interfere with the proceedings of a body assembled for avowedly 
•illegal purposes. 

I am, &c. 

W. S. Tracy, Esq., R.M. (signed) Richard Peimefather. 

Castle Comiell. 

172. A3 
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County of Limerick. 

Castle Connell, 16 Januaiy 1846. 

My Report of the 10th instant contains a true and simple narrative of the 
case to which the annexed letter refers, and all the information which I could 
have afforded on the subject, and therefore I most respectfully beg to refer to 
that document for the absolute facts of the case, as far as I am acquainted with 
them, and for a true exposition of my conduct respecting it. 

Many conflicting and very exaggerated reports are in circulation on the 
subject, and hence doubtless must have originated the representations made to 
Government by parties who could have had no other foundation for their 
statements. I am quite certain that the assemblage alluded to could not have 
been together for anything like the time set forth in the representations made 
to Government, or I must have heard of it from the constabulary, or some of 
the neighbouring magistrates, four of whom are living between the place of 
assembly and my residence, whicli is about four miles distant from it ; and 
even the newspaper report, which is sufficiently florid, mentions only forty-eight 
hours as the duration of the meeting. 

I heard nothing of such assemblage until Mr. Howly told me on the 
afternoon of the 9th instant, that he had heard there was a meeting to prevent 
the service of the notices referred to, as afready stated in my Report. ; and the 
sub-inspector of the district told me next morning, as I was sitting with some 
of the county magistrates, arranging the boundaries of Petty Sessions Districts 
(agreeably to an order from Government), that he had just heai’d from the 
pohce, that they had heard from some country people that there was a large 
meeting of armed men at Ballyvara. I immediately sent him out to look for 
some person who could give decided information on the subject, and I went out 
myself for the like purpose, but neither he nor I could discover any one who 
had seen the meeting. 

A trial was going on in Court at the time, in which I was required as a witness, 
and the moment the case for the prosecution closed, I went off to Ballyvai'a, 
and dispersed the meeting which I found there, as I have already reported. 

I heg with unaffected humility to assure his Excellency the Lord Lieutenant, 
that I could not he more anxiously disposed than I am to a zealous and 
energetic discharge of duty, and that I have left nothing undone which gave 
any promise of advantage to this most troublesome county. For the truth of 
this assertion in a general sense, I can confidently refer to Sir M. Barrington, 
Crown Solicitor, who will satisfy his Excellency that I have brought more 
criminals to justice since my residence in this county than any other magistrate 
in it ; and I can as confidently refer to Lord Clare, for his impartial evidence 
as to the way in which I have endeavoured to be useful in this district, in 
spite of the system of terror and sympathy which so unfortunately obstruct the 
course of justice. 

I feel that tins Report is not as carefully made as it should be ; but I cannot 
suffer a post to elapse without submitting my reply to the first charge that has 
ever been made, or implied against me, during nearly twenty-two years’ anxious, 
•and, I trust, not inefficient service. 

The Under Secretary, (signed) Wm. S. Tracy., R.M. 

&c. &c. &c. 



Minute of Under Secretary on Mr. Tracy's Report of 16 January 1846. 

Inspector-general, 19 Jan. 1846. 

Has any further police report been received of the assemblage of the armed 
party at Knocksentry ? 

How near is the next police station to the place where it is stated to have 
occurred? 

On what day was such meeting first observed by the constabulary? 

When was it reported by them to their officer ? 

The 
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The accounts received by his Excellency respecting the time that this body 
was assembled, are so contradictory — some stating that the parties commenced 
to assemble on the 5th instant, and remained till the 10th ; others, that they 
were there not more than 24 hours — that it is most desirable that the most 
authentic information on that subject should be procured. 



It may be necessary to forward these 
purpose. 



papers to Colonel Miller for that 
R. P. 



REPORT of Colonel Miller. 

Limerick, 9 February 1846. 

In repl}diig to the queries contained in the Government Minute on the 
papers hereAvith returned, I have to state, 

Firstly, That the lands of Ai’dvarna, on which the unlawful assemblage took 
place (not on Knocksentry, as erroneously alleged), are about two miles from 
the constabulary station at Aniiacotty, and about three miles from the station 
of Barrington’s Bridge. The lands in question are within the limits of the last 
mentioned sub-district, and, being elevated, are to be seen from the station- 
house. The intermediate ground is much flooded in winter and after heavy 
rain, and cannot well he traversed at this period of the year. In dry seasons, 
when the country can be crossed, the distance in a direct line would be about 
one-half less than by the highway, which is very circuitous. 

Secondly. Persons were seen assembled on the hill of Ardvarna, from Bar- 
rington’s Bridge, on the afternoon of Wednesday the 7th January. These 
persons appeared running to and fro, without coats. It was supposed that they 
were playing at “ burly,” and the circumstance did not excite suspicion, which 
is somewhat exti’aordinary, as the constable admits that he had heard that 
bailiffs, while endeavouring to serve law’- processes in that locality, on that 
morning, had been obstructed and chased off the land. 

On Thursday the 8th of January an assemblage of people was observed, on 
the same lands, by Constable Reardon, of Barrington’s Bridge station, and by 
Constable Kelly of the Moroe station ; by the former from neai' his barrack, 
and by the latter from a distant eminence, to which, in the course of his duty, 
he was led for the purpose of inquiring into the particulars of an outrage. 
The Moroe constable also heard shots, and conceived that they were fired by 
the persons whom he saw at a distance, on the hill of Ardvarna. On his way 
back to his station he met his officer, Sub-inspector Enright, and reporting to 
his superior what he had seen, they repaired together to the spot from which 
he had had a -view of the assemblage described, but which assemblage was no 
longer discernible. 

On Friday the 9th January, Constable Reardon, of Barrington’s Bridge, 
again perceived persons assembled on the lands in question; and afternightfall 
proceeded with a patrole to the lands of Ardvarna, and had an affair with an 
armed party on the hill of that name, in which the police behaved with much, 
gallantry. On the following day, the 10th January, the dispersion of a 
numerous assemblage on these lands was effected by Mr. Tracy, at the head of 
a body of constabulary, supported by a strong detachment of troops, with 
which that magistrate, then in attendance on Quarter Sessions, had moA'ed 
from Limerick, where this assemblage had become a matter of much conversa- 
tion, as, in the absence of any official reports from the police, very exaggerated 
statements respecting it were in circulation. 

For further details, I beg to refer to the accompanying depositions, a careful 
perusal of which is, I think, requisite for the full understanding of the case. I 
took them on different occasions, according as I could procure the attendance 
of the persons to he examined, and as I could command leisure amidst other 
avocations. The latest deposition was taken so far back as the 28th ultimo, so 
that my Report might have been furnished immediately thereafter, if I had not 
been led to delay it because of the expectation raised by Edmond Ryan, the 
172. A 4 bailiff 
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bailiff on the estate, that he would produce witnesses whose examination would 
throw additional light upon the affair. 

It results, from his own sworn testimony, that his unsworn statement to 
Colonel Mansel contains a very highly coloured and untrue description of whaL 
occurred at Ardvarna. But it is needless to point out the absurdity of his 
stories as to the regular vollies fired by the congregated country people, or as 
to the watch-fires kept up during the night ; none of which, nor any traces 
thereof, were seen by the police patrole, who on the night of the 9th of 
January, under Constable Reardon, traversed the ground where the bivouac is 
represented to have been established. Apart from aU these exaggerations, it 
appears to me incontestable that a number of persons, many of them strangers, 
and some with arms, did collect together on Ardvarna, on the 7th, 8th, 9th, 
and 10th January, for the avowed purpose of offering resistance to legal 
process. They amused themselves I beheve at intervals, with the view of 
keeping themselves warm, by plajdng at liurh", but the objects of the meeting 
were highly illegal ; and it is discreditable to the police that the facts of the 
case were not promptly ascertained, and brought under the propernotice of the 
authorities. In their depositions. Sub-inspector Enright and Constable Reardon 
state that they were under the impression that the lands where the people 
were observed were not in the Cappamore district. I have explained to these 
functionaries that the interference of members of the constabulary, when 
the law is set at defiance, is not to be regulated by the limits of a district. 
But I regret to say that m this instance the excuse offered cannot avail them ; 
for I have called for the return of townlauds constituting the Cappamore 
district, as prepared under the Circular Order of 30 June 1845, and foremost 
on the list is the townland of Ardvarna, in the sub-district of Barrington’s 
Bridge. I find, moreover, that the direction given in that circular, as to the 
inserting the names of the townlancls of each sub-district in the Patrole Books, 
has not been complied with in this county. I shall now see that due attention, 
is paid to that injunction. 

I annex a copy of Edmond Ryan’s statement, as made to Colonel Mansel, 
which the Colonel was good enough to give me ; the only excuse which Ryan 
offered for his exaggeration was, that he dared not leave his house while the 
strangers and others were assembled near him, and that he told the story as 
he heard it from others. I have already mentioned that I purposely afforded 
him ample time to bring before me any witness who could substantiate any of 
his original assertions, and that he has not produced one. 

The Inspector General, (signed) 7/^. 

See. &c. &c. 



County of Limerickl The_ information of Edward Ryan, of Knocksentry, in 
to wit. / the said county, who being duly sworn and examined, 
states that he lives on the estate of Sir George King Mol}meux, Bart., and 
holds 21 acres of land. That he acts as under-agent, bailiff, and driver to his 
said landlord. That he received in the beginning of this present month of 
January, notices of ejectment, which were sent by the agent, Mr. Sherrard, of 
Dublin, to him with dhections to have them served ; states that the persons to 
be served "with the notices in question, live on the townland of Killeenagarriff, 
in the parish of that name ; says that as the regular process server was engaged 
in the Q,uarter Sessions Court at Limerick, where the assistant barrister was 
then sitting, deponent employed for the purpose of making service of said 
notices, Patrick Ryan, sen., John Ryan, and Patrick Ryan, jun., who, on Wed- 
nesday the /th instant, proceeded from deponent’s house on the townland of 
Knocksentry aforesaid, to the townland of Killeenagarriff, about 9 o’clock in the 
morning ; says that the townlands of Knocksentry and Killeenagarriff adjoin each 
other ; says that he remained near his own house, looking out in the direction 
in which the three Ryans as aforesaid went, and that in less than half an hour, 
he saw them running back towards deponent’s house, chased by a number of 
men, who were without coats, and were shouting, and were wheeling something 
which they had in their hands, but which the deponent, because of the distance,. 

could 
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could not accurately distinguish; that he thereupon got on horseback and 
rode to Mr. Ilowlys house. Mr. Howly is the nearest magistrate, and he, 
deponent, stated to Mr. Howly, what had occun*ed ; states that Mr. Howly 
thereup^ directed deponent to lose no time in proceeding to Castle Connell 
to Mr. rracy, the resident magistrate, and to state the case to him. Says that 
he did go accordingly to Castle ConneU and saw Mr. Tracy, who informed 
deponent that if any of the parties who had chased or obstructed the bailiffs 
could he identified, he would grant informations, but that he could not give the 
Aid of the police ; says that he, deponent, expressed his regret to Mr. Tracy 
that Sir George Mol}uieiix would lose above 1 00 L, if the notices were not served 
by the aid of the police ; says that Mr. Tracy advised him to write to Mr. Sher- 
rard, the agent in Dublin, and to inform that gentleman of what had occurred, 
and that he, Mr. Sherrard, would know what steps to take to procure an order 
of court for substitution of service, which would obviate all further difficulty ; 
says that Mr. Tracy, with whom he, deponent, had an interview on the 
previous Monday, the 5th instant, before the bailiffs were chased, gave deponent 
similar advice ; and says that he, deponent, did aecordingl 3 >-, ^oth on Monday 
the 5th and Wednesday the 7th, write a.s advised by Mr. Tracy to Mr. Sher- 
rard sa 5 ^s that on returning to his house at Knocksentry afore.said, on the 
7th instant, he saw on the rising ground opposite his house, a number of 
persons, amounting as he considers to not less than 200 men, who were at 
times diyerting themselves playing burly, and at other times were firing shots. 
Thinks that the time of day when he returned home was three o’clock ; says 
tliat on the next morning,^ as soon as the light enabled him to distinguish 
objects, he saw the people still assembled ; and as shots were liearcl at intervals 
during the night, he con.siders that they had remained assembled during the 
night ; says that the number assembled on that day, Thursday the 8th, had 
increased from 200 to upwards of 500. Swears that he saw an assemblage still 
more numerous on Friday the 9th, and Saturday the 10th, and from the con- 
tinued firing of shots by day and by night, he, deponent, is convinced that 
there was an assemblage of people as aforesaid fi-om the afternoon of the 7th 
instant, until the evening of the 10th, when the meeting was dispersed by the 
military ; says that he was afraid to venture out of his house, and could not, 
therefore, go to give information to the police ; says, however, that on Friday 
the 9th instant, as he thinks, he wrote to Mr. How-ly the magistrate, who lives 
about a mile and a half from deponent, and informed that magistrate of the 
assemblage ; says that his messenger brought back word that Mr. Howly was 
not at home ; says that on Saturday the. lOth, he, deponent, wrote in a similar 
way to Mr. Tracy, but that Mr. Tracy being at Limerick, at the Quarter 
Sessions, deponent’s messenger left the letter with the constable at the police 
barrack at Castle Connell. Says that he verily believes that the sole, object of 
the assemblage was to prevent the service of the ejectment notices aforesaid. 

Taken by me, &c., this 26th day of January 1846. 

(signed) W. A/iller, 

A Magistrate for said County. 

Deponent acknowledges himself hound, &c. &c., 

Edmond R^an. 

Edmond Ryan states that the lands in the leases are called Killeenagarriff, 
but the particular spot where the assemblage was held is known in the county 
as the Hill of Ardvarna. 



County of Limerick,! The information of Constable William Reardon, of the 
to wit. j Barrington’s Bridge station, in said county, who being 

duly sworn and examined, says, that he first heard a rumour of persons being 
assembled on Ardvarna townland, in the parish of Killeenagarriff, late on the 
evening of Wednesday, the 7th of this month. It was not quite dark at the 
time ; thinks it was between four and five o’clock. It was his son who came into 
the barrack and mentioned his having heard the rumour of persons being on 
the lands of Ardvarna hurlying ; says that he himself was engaged in writing at 
the time, and that it did not occur to him at the moment that the matter was of 
372. B any 
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any importance ; says, however, that he heard it reported in his neighbourhood 
that day, that bailiffs employed by Edmond Ryan, while engaged in serving law 
notices on said lands of Ardvarna that day, had been chased by a multitude of 
people ; says that a patrole from the Amiacotty station came to Barrington’s 
Bridge barrack during the night, between the 7th and 8th instant, and thinks 
some of the patrole party mentioned that the baUiffs had been chased. 

Says that he always’ considered that the townland of Ardvarna was not in 
the sub-district of Barrington’s Bridge, under his charge, although he has 
frequently reported outrages occurring upon it, because when aggrieved parties 
inform Ihin of outrages, he makes inquiry if the locality is within his reach, 
without minding whether it he in his sub-(hstrict or not ; says that on Thurs- 
day, the 8th instant, he had occasion to go to Muroe, to communicate with 
the constable, and that he then met his district officer, Sub-inspector Enright, 
and informed him that persons were assembled on the lands of Ardvarna on 
the previous afternoon, and that Ryan’s bailiffs had been hunted off those lands 
the same day, namely, the 7th instant aforesaid ; says that Mr. Enright told 
him that he, Mr. Enright, had himself seen persons assembled on said lands that 
day, to wit, Thursday, the Sth instant, when inquiring into an outrage, but at a 
distance ; says that he also informed Mr. Enright that it was alleged that the 
persons so assembled were armed ; says that Mr. Enright asked him if he had 
heard any shots, and that deponent answered that he had heard none ; says 
that Mr. Enright further asked him if he considered that the lands of Ardvarna 
were in the Barrington’s Bridge sub-district, and that deponent said, no ; says 
that both on Thursday the 8th, and Friday the 9th instant, he saw from near his 
barrack, at Barrington’s Bridge, persons on the rising ground at Ardvarna. 
Thinks the distance from his barrack by the road to said lands, where he saw 
the people is not less than three and a half statute miles, but if he could cross 
the countiy he could make the place in a mile and a half ; says that he heard 
that the particulars of the case were known to Mr. Tracy, at Gastle Connell, and 
that the Castle Connell police were apprised of the assemblage ; says that on 
the evening of Friday the 9th, about six o’clock, he went out on patrol, accom- 
panied by four sub-constables, having their arms loaded, and proceeded in the 
direction of Ardvarna ; says he approached the spot where, from near his 
barrack, he had seen persons assembled, and while on the road he perceived 
between 20 and 30 men coming towards him and his party ; says it was near 
the ^11 of the moon, and there was good light, but bright and less bright as 
passing clouds obscured the moon ; says he halted his party, and warned his 
men to be very steady and cool; says that the party of countrymen also halted, 
about 100 or more yards intervening; says that he and his party then advanced, 
and when approaching the opposite party he perceived four of that party leave 
the road and cross the fields, the main body remaining on the road ; says that 
he then directed three of his men, namely, sub-constables Hunt, Falvey, and 
Fenessy, to get into the fields and ascertain what the four men aforesaid were 
doing ; says that he then heard the men who remained on the road shout out 
“ boys,” “ boys,” and immediately the three sub-constables abovenamed were 
fired upon by the party of four men they were following ; says that he witnessed 
the discharge, heard the shots, and saw the flash of the guns ; says that at this 
time, of the three sub-constables as aforesaid, Hunt and Falvey were more 
advanced towards the party who fired than Fenessy, and Hunt and Falvey re- 
turned the fii’e immediately, upon which the opposite party of four men fled, and 
says that he has re^on to believe that one of said party was wounded ; says 
that sub-constable Thorp, who remained on the road, on hearing the discharge 
of arms, fired his carbine in the direction of the large body, which remained 
on the road, upon which said party at once dispersed ; says that he and 
the whole of his party, crossmg the fields, went in pursuit of the men who had 
fared on the police, but met with much obstruction from a thicket of bushes, 
a large hay and corn hagyard, and an old fort, so that when they got to the 
summit of the hill and descended on the other side, no one was to be seen ; 
says that he was then witliin about a quarter of a mile of Edmond Ryan’s 
house, and within sight of it ; says that he saw no appearance of fires, or 
embers of fires, on any part of the groimd he traversed ; savs that he lay in 
ambush repeatedly, at different points on the lands of Ardvarna, and Laght 
adjoining thereto, and saw oidy a few persons, but none whom he did not stop 
and search ; says that he visited about six or seven houses in the immediate 

neighbourhood 
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neiglibourliood where the firing took place, and found some almost deserted, 
and others filled with people ; says that as the party was returning homewards 
he and his men met groups of persons, some on the road and others in the 
fields, all of whom the police searched, and none of whom had arms, but 
many of whom he thinks were strangers ; thinks that the dischai’ge of shots 
between the country people and the police was the means of bringing many of 
these people towai-ds the place ; thinks, including all he met and found in the 
houses, that he could not have seen less than from 150 to 200 persons on the 
lands of Ardvarna and the immediate neighbourhood on the .evening of the 
9th instant aforesaid ; says that, to the best of his belief, he was not less than 
four hours out on patrol, and spent upwards of half that time on the lands of 
Ardvarna and Laght (or Loughtane) aforesaid ; says that the conduct of his 
party on the occasion was admirable ; the men threw off their watch-coats and 
gloves and left them on the field, that they might better pursue the fugitives 
and use their arms, and that it was only at an interval of two hours that they 
returned to the spot and recovered their coats and gloves ; says that he saw 
from his barrack persons again assembled on Ardvarna on next day, the 1 0th 
instant. 

Taken by me, &c., 27th day of January 1846. 

(signed) W. Miller, 

A Magistrate for said County. 

William Reardon, Constable. 



County of Limerick, ^ The examination of Simon Enright, sub-inspector of 

to wit. ] constabulary, stationed at Cappamore in said county, who 
being duly sworn, states that the first intimation he had of persons being 
assembled on the lands of Ardvarna, as he afterwards heard, was on the 
forenoon of Thursday the 8th instant, when on his way to make inquiry 
respecting an outrage committed on a Widow Houriganj says he met 
Constable Kelly of Sie Moroe station, who had been at the widow’s house, 
residing on the lands of Knocknagurteen, in the parish of Abington and 
b arony of Caneybeg, and distant about a mile and a half from the townland of 
Ardvarna ; says that said Kelly informed him, that while at the widow’s he 
had seen a number of persons collected on a hill in the direction of Annacotty, 
and had heard shots ; says that he, deponent, proceeded to the Widow 
Hourigan’s, accompanied by Constable Kelly, who pointed out to liim the hiU 
(which deponent now knows is part of Ardvarna) hut there was then no 
appearance of an assemblage of people ; says that young Hourigan, the 
■widow’s son, told deponent that he had seen a number of people on the hill 
aforesaid during the forenoon of that day, Thursday the 8th instant, and 
another man named Ryan, who was also in the widow’s house, likewise stated 
that he had seen the same assemblage ; says that he heard, either from 
Constable Kelly or from Ryan, that these people had collected, as was under- 
stood, to resist the service of notices ; that shots had been fired ; and that 
whiskey had been supplied to them ; says, that on getting to Moroe, he saw 
Constable Reardon, of the Barrington’s Bridge sub-district, and had a conver- 
.sation with him about the meeting, and described to Reardon the locality on 
■which Ryan and Kelly had stated that they had seen persons collected, and 
that Reardon informed deponent that the locality in question is not in lus 
district ; says he asked Reardon if he heard any shots, and was answered in 
the negative ; says that, fully believing that the place of assemblage was not 
in his district, but in the Annacotty sub -district, and within little more than 
a mile of that station, he felt sure that if shots had been fired, or a breach of 
the peace had been committed, the Annacotty police must have been apprised 
•thereof, and therefore took no further notice of the matter ; says that on the 
following day, namely, Friday, the 9th instant, he came into Limerick and 
mentioned what he had heard to Sub-inspector Brownrigg, and inquired if he 
had received any report upon the subject. 

Taken, &c., 28th January 1846. 

(signed) W. Miller, 

A Magistrate for said County. 

S. Enright, 2d Sub-inspector. 

172. B 2 
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County of Limerick,! The examination of Constable Michael Kelly, of Moroe 
to wit. -^station, in said county, who being duly sworn and ex- 
amined, says, that he had occasion to go to the Widow Hourigan’s house, on 
the lands of Knockuagurteen, in the sub-district of Moroe, on the forenoon of 
Thursday the 8th instant, to inquire into an outrage, and plainly distinguished, 
■while standing at the widow’s house, a number of persons, who were apparently 
stripped and moving about, assembled on a rising ground in the direction of 
Annacotty, and distant from where he was then standing about three miles.. 
Says he heard shots, and believes the shots were fired by the persons so 
assembled. Thinks there were at least one hundred persons so collected. 

Says that 'W'hen returning to his station at Moroe, he met Sub-inspector 
Enright, to whom he reported what he had seen ; says he retraced his steps 
to the Widow Hourigan’s, and pointed out to that officer the rising ground on 
which he had seen the assemblage of people ; says that it was then in or 
about one o’clock, and that at that time there was no appearance of any 
persons on the rising ground, on which, two hours previously, he had seen 
numbers collected. 

Says that he heard that the persons whom he saw collected had assembled to 
resist the serrice of ejectment process, and was told that there were jars of 
whiskey left by the ditches in order to regale these persons. 

Taken, &c., 28th January 1846. 

(signed) W. Miller. 

Mich*' Kelly, Constable. 



Statement of Edmond Uyan, the Under-agent of Sir George Molgneux. 

Limerick, 15 Jan. 1846. 

I RESIDE on the lands of Knocksentry, holding lands, for which I pay 184?. 
per annum : Sir George Molyneux is an excellent landlord ; two of ourselves 
were allowed to arrange the rents to be paid, and to value the several farms ; 
stiU several of the farmers, without any cause, said they were too high, and 
refused to pay ; there was a conspiracy among them not to pay. 

Tile ejectments were sent to me by Mr. Sherrard, who resides in Dublin ; I 
received them on Sunday the 4th instant ; I knew there was a party collected 
by the tenantry to resist the service of the ejectments, I consequently went to 
Mr. Howly on Monday the 5th, and informed him of it, who instructed me to 
go to Mr. Tracy, who is the resident magistrate at Castle Connell ; I did so, 
and asked Mr. Tracy for the protection of the police to serve the ejectments, 
as my life would be endangered were I to do so without, and offered to make 
affidavit to that effect ; I did not get them. 

It was my intention to have served the ejectments on Tuesday the 6th inst., 
but the assemblage of people rendered it impossible ivithout protection ; I was 
watched in my house and could not with safety leave it ; Tuesday was a holiday; 
I intended setying the ejectments when the people were at mass ; the people 
heard of my intention, and rushed from mass to stop me; I then came into 
Limerick ; many of them were strangers from Tipperary and Clare ; they as- 
sembled regularly for four days and nights ; they kept watch, had fires, and I 
tbeir regularity to nothing else but to a review at Newcastle, and 
their firings with arms were the same. 

They were regularly supplied with provisions by the farmers who would not 
pay then- rents, also from Limerick and Newport ; Robert Richardson, John 
Molouney, two of the Brennans, and John Casey, supplied them with provisionsv 
Iwo of the Hassetts brought provisions from Newport. I am astonished at their 
being aUowed to remain there so long ; many of them were blind drunk. I am 
m di-ead day and night that my property will be burned, and myself murdered, 
Ihere is not a better worthy good landlord in Ireland than Sir George Molyneux, 
and the whole of his tenantry have no cause of complaint. 

1 was glad to get your Honour’s message, Colonel Hansel, to come into 
lamerict to tell you all. 

I declare 
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I declare tb.is statement to be correctly taken from Edward Ryan, in pre- 
sence of Major Doyle, 24th regiment. 

(signed) R. C. Maiisel, 

Colonel Asst. Adjt. Gen. 



Minute of Under Secretary, on Colonel Miller'^ Report of 9 th February 1846 . 

Inspector-general, 12 February 1846. 

His Excellency regrets to be obliged to observe that tliis Report of Colonel 
Miller shows a want of zeal and energy on the part of the constabulary sta- 
tioned at Barrington’s Bridge and Annacotty fax* from creditable to the force. 

Persons were seen assembled on the hill of Ardvarna from Barrington’s 
Bridge on the afternoon of Wednesday the 7th January, and though the con- 
stable had heard that bailiffs had been obstructed on that morning while 
engaged in their lawful duty, no exertion appears to have been made by the 
constable to ascertain for what pui*poses this party was collected, nor did he 
make any report of having observed such to his officer, or the stipendiary 
magistrate who is stationed near him. On the constable of the Moroe station 
reporting on the 8th January to the Sub-inspector that he had observed 
persons on these lands, and heard shots fired, proper steps were, not taken by 
that officer to ascertain the truth of such statement. He should have at once 
proceeded to the lands for that purpose ; and it is stated in justification that 
the officer did not suppose that the lands were in the Cappainore district. It is 
therefore clear, that from remissness on the part of the police, a large party 
was suffered to assemble and remain on these lands from the 7tli to the 9th of 
Januaiy, in opposition to and defiance of the law, without any effort being 
made by two parties of police, both within very short distances of the place, to 
ascertain the objects of this assemblage, or to report such to their superior 
officers, or resident magistrate, and though it was known to them that the law 
had been openly resisted in this place within a few days. The Sub-inspector 
and Constable Reardon should be informed that the limits of a constabulary 
district are not to prevent them from taking prompt and active measures for 
the suppression of outrage and support of the law ; and both these parties of 
police be made acquainted with his Excellency’s opinion of their remissness 
and the want of zeal on this occasion, and from, which a great and daring 
outrage remained for some days unchecked. 

(signed) R. P. 



Minute of luspector-gener^ of Constabulary. 

13 February 1846. 

Send to the County Inspector of Limerick, who will communicate to Sub- 
inspector Enright and the policemen concerned the foregoing Minute of 
Government, reflecting so seriously upon their conduct on the occasion referred 
to, with the hope that they will endeavour by their future exertions to 
redeem the character which they formerly had for vigilance aiid zeal in the 
discharge of their duties. The attention of the officer and men is to be par- 
ticularly directed to the observ^ations contained in the last sentence in the 
above Minute of Government, 

(signed) Z>. M’^'G. 



Minute of County Inspector. 



Read, copied, and communicated. 
172, B 
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16 Febmaiy 1846. 
Geo. Pifi»nau7'ice, C. 1. . 
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Sir, Dublin, 19 February 1846. 

I TAKE the liberty of addressing you on the part of Sir George Molyneux, 
Bart., proprietor of the lands of Knocksentry, county Limerick, for whom I 
act as land agent. 

The disgraceful occurrences of outrage and revolt which recently took place 
on those lands and immediate vicinity having attained public notoriety, and an 
inquiry into the circumstances having taken place by order of the Government, 
render it unnecessary for me to advert to them, especially as I am aware Colonel 
Miller, by whom the investigation was made, and to whom I am permitted to 
refer, is fully aware of them, and has made his report to the proper authorities, 
or is prepared to do so. 

My object in addressing this letter to you, is for the purpose of soliciting 
from Government an order for the assistance of the military in serving notices 
of ejectment for the ensuing term upon several of the tenants upon that estate, 
who have entered into a combination and refused to pay their rents, though 
well able to do so, and from whom there is just reason to apprehend further 
opposition to the execution of the established law of the land. 

By the adoption of this course the public peace will be preserved and the 
rights of the landlord maintained. 

This applicatien should have been earlier made, but has been deferred to 
await tbe return of Colonel Miller. 

I have, &c. 

Richard Pennefather, Esq. (signed) Dav. Hy. Sherrard, 

&c. &c. &c. 88, Upper Dorset-street. 



Minute of Under Secretary on Mr. Sherrard'5 Letter of 19 Feb. 1846. 

23 Feb. 1846. 

I. Acknowledge receipt of Mr. Sherrard’s letter of 19th February, and 
state that on affidavit being made by the bailiffs employed by him, that they 
have been driven off the lands of Knocksentry, and prevented by a number of 
persons assembled in arms on these lands from serving notices of ejectment on 
the part of Sir George Molyneux, Bart., and are apprehensive that should they 
attempt again to enter upon the said lands to serve such notices, their lives 
will be exposed to danger, and they would be prevented by force from per- 
forming their duty, the resident magistrate stationed at Castle Connell will be 
directed to assemble such force as may afford protection to the bailiffe and 
insure tbe preservation of tbe public peace, but neither police nor military can 
be employed to serve the notices. 

II. Transmit this minute and Mr. Sherrard’s letter (without file of papers) 
to Mr. Tracy, and state that on the bailiffs making the affidavits required in 
the above minute, he is requested to assemble such a force as will afford 
protection to the bailiffs in the execution of their duty, and by its strength 
prevent any attempts to disturb the public peace. 

It appears desirable that the bailiffs should be accompanied on the lands by 
police in the first instance, the military being so placed as to render th ei r 
services available without delay, should they be required ; but care must be 
taken that this force may be so placed as to insure protection and support to 
the police, should it unfortunately be required. 

Mr. Tracy will take care that no notices are served bv the police or military, 
and that when the bailiffs have performed that duty, in the execution of which 
protection and support have been deemed necessary, the police and military be 
withdrawn at once from the lands. 

R. P. 



County of Limerick. Limerick Assizes, 7 March 1846. 

the 24th ultimo, when I 

r eceived the accompanying documents, and having written to the bailiff of Sir 

George 
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George Molyneux to meet me at the Assizes of this county on Monday last, to 
arrange for the execution of the matter to which these papers refer, he met me 
accordingly, and is to come to me again on Thursday next, to swear the neces- 
sary informations, and to name a day for the service of the notices in question. 

I would have returned the papers sooner, hut that I intended to annex them 
to my report on the termination of the proceedings. 

(signed) S. 2>acy, R. M. 



County of Limerick. Castle Connell, 17 March 1846. 

Sib George Molyneux’s bailiff having made the necessary affidavit of former 
and anticipated resistance to the service of notices of ejectment, as pointed out 
hy Mr. Pennefather’s Minute of the 23d ultimo, I have to report that I accom- 
panied him to the lands in question yesterday, with a strong force of miUtary 
and police for his protection, when he effected the service of the notices 
referred to (fifty-three in number) without any attempt on the part of the 
tenantiy to commit a breach of the peace. The defaulting tenants are only 
twenty in number, but it was necessary to serve notices on theii’ cottiers and 
labourers having cabins on the ground of the former. 

(signed) Wm. S. Traty, R. M. 



172. 



Printed image digitised by the University of Southampton Library Digitisation Unit 




